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PAP Pre-Calculus

Introduction: PAP Pre-Calculus is a challenging and fast-paced course intended to prepare students for an AP Calculus.  It is imperative that the student has a strong Algebra II foundation and PAP Geometry and PAP Algebra II are highly recommend as a pre-requisite courses. The students will use higher level thinking skills in verifying trig proofs and will be challenged to solve complex real-life problems where application is essential. 

Topics in PAP Pre-Calculus include, but are not limited to, trigonometric functions, sinusoidal functions, composition of functions, inverse functions, vectors in 2-D and 3-D, sequences and series, limits, parametric equations, polar equations, rational functions, and logarithms.  We will graph most of these functions.

Students are expected to attend tutorials if they are weak in any pre-requisite skill.  Students must also attend tutorials when they feel they are falling behind. I hold tutorials every Tuesday and Thursday at 2:30. I am also available on Fridays, Mondays, and Wednesdays when there are no faculty or department meetings scheduled. I am available every test morning at 6:30am for last minute review questions.


Specific skills for success:

· A very strong background in Geometry and Algebra II
· Strong work ethic
· Self-starter
· Highly motivated
· Willing to persevere
· Critical thinking skills
· Application of learned topics
· Memorize formulas
· 
Grade Calculation:
· Tests….60%
· Daily Work/Quizzes…..35%
· Reading Assessment…..%5
       Note: Quizzes will count as two daily grades.

Out-of-class:

· Homework 1-2 hours EVERYDAY on average
· Studying for tests and quizzes
· Tutoring with the teacher when necessary


Average Amounts of Homework

PAP Pre-Calculus students should prepare for at least 1-2 hours of homework each day.  You will learn new topics that you have never covered in previous math courses.  Practicing independently is the best method to prepare for tests.  Homework is assigned nearly every day and is most often graded for accuracy.   





Student comments:

· “Know the Unit Circle all year!”
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